NORTHVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
December 21, 2016
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. – Northville City Hall – Council Chambers

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
Chair Allen called the Historic District Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present:
Allen, Field, Gudritz, Hoffman, Murdock,
Absent:
Argenta, Tartaglia (both excused)
Also Present: Planning Consultant Elmiger

2. PUBLIC COMMENT: None.
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
MOTION Hoffman, support by Field, to approve the agenda as published. Motion carried
unanimously.
4. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES: November 16, 2016.
Commissioner Murdock was concerned that the motion to accept the application regarding 145 N.
Center did not reflect the reality that there really was no application for this request, and that the
Commission had placed it on the agenda as an emergency item with only verbal explanation given.
After discussion, the following motion was offered:
MOTION Gudritz, support by Field, to approve the minutes of November 16, 2016 as
amended to reflect the following change on page 7:
MOTION Gudritz, support by Field, to accept the application verbal proposal as
complete.
Motion carried unanimously.
5. REPORTS:
A. CITY ADMINISTRATION: None
B. CITY COUNCIL: None
C. PLANNING COMMISSIONER: None
D. OTHER COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENTAL LIAISONS: None
6. PUBLIC HEARING: None.
7. CASES TO BE HEARD – BY CASE:
CASE #1
CALIBER HOME LOANS/FAST SIGNS
150 MAINCENTRE

SIGN

Kevin Miller, FASTSIGNS, 37148 Six Mile Road, Livonia MI 48154, was present on behalf of this
application, which was a request to install a new wall sign on the front façade at 150 Maincentre.
The packets included detailed drawings, colors, and schematics regarding the sign.
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In response to a question from Commissioner Hoffman, Planning Consultant Elmiger said the
application was in order and there were no outstanding items.
MOTION Hoffman, support by Field, to accept the application as complete. Motion carried
unanimously.
Chair Allen opened the meeting for public comment. Seeing that no one came forward to speak, Chair
Allen returned the item to the Commission.
MOTION Hoffman, support by Field, to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work
as presented, referencing the Northville Historic District Design Standards 4-24 signs and 5-18
paint and colors. Motion carried unanimously.
8. DISCUSSION
Lighting Design Standards
This discussion referred to the following two draft documents:
 Residential Standards. Lighting
 Commercial Standards. Lighting
Chair Allen explained that if the Commission approved the lighting standards, the standards would then
go to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for their approval. Once SHPO approved the
standards they would move to City Council. If City Council approved them, the standards would be
placed in the Northville Historic District Design Standards.
Commissioner Murdock said that the 5th and 7th bullet point on the residential standards page seemed so
similar as to be redundant. Both addressed installing new light fixtures.
It came out in discussion that the fifth bullet point related to lights on a building, and should be changed
to read: When installing a new fixture on a building . . .
The seventh bullet point, which addressed lights not on a building, would remain.
Chair Allen called for a motion.
MOTION Murdock, support by Gudritz, to approve the Lighting Design Standards as
presented and modified this evening. Motion carried unanimously.
Other Discussion
Commissioner Murdock said that one of the things emphasized at the seminar he attended last summer
was for cities to celebrate their historic districts. He was suggesting a marker be placed in town that
included:
 a map of the Historic District
 a brief history of the District
 a statement as to why the District was important
 why we protect the District
 living/working in the District
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Commissioner Murdock distributed a sample map. He said that Michelle Fecht had agreed to help with
this project, and he thought the marker could be funded by donations. He could put together a design of
what the marker might look like. Did the Commission support doing something like this?
The consensus of the Commission was that this was a worthwhile project and should move forward.
Ideas included:
 A “you are here” placement on the sign
 The Comerica walk-through might be a good location
 The sign should match or blend with the new downtown marker signs, or the signs within the
walk-though. DDA Director Ward would have information regarding these.
Commissioner Murdock said he would continue working on this project
9. ADJOURNMENT:
Seeing that there was no further comment, Chair Allen adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl McGuire
Recording Secretary

Approved as amended 01/18/2017

